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The right way to roam
on vacation.   T4

If you go: Kelleys Island State Park

Getting there: Kelleys Island is easily 
accessible via a 20-minute ride aboard the 
Kelleys Island Ferry, which departs from its 
Marblehead dock numerous times daily. 
Price is $10 one way for adults, plus $16 for 
a car. For information: kelleysislandferry.
com. Note: The Jet Express has canceled 
2020 ferry service from Sandusky to Kelleys 
Island due to high water levels at its San-
dusky dock.

Getting around: We took our car, but it’s 
not necessary to have a car on the island, 
particularly if you’re just visiting for the day. 
Take or rent bikes or rent a golf cart to travel 
around the island.

Camping: The state park campground offers 
129 sites, including 36 with water, sewer and 
electric service. Reservations are required 
and book up fast; see reserveohio.com or call 
1-866-644-6727. Reservations for the park’s 
two yurts and two Sherman cabins are avail-
able six months in advance, and book quickly. 
Price is $100 per night for yurts, $70 for 
cabins. Rentals are for a minimum of seven 
days, although occasionally shorter periods 
are available. Call 419-746-2546.

New on Kelleys Island: Monarch Butterfly 
Box and Caterpillar Café, 604 Division St., is 
a walk-thru greenhouse with butterflies and 
plants, plus a gift shop and small café. Infor-
mation: monarchki.com. Also, Crooked Tree 
Vineyard, 715 E. Lakeshore Drive, opened a 
tasting room last year, offering samples of 
its half-dozen varieties. Information: crook-
edtreevineyard.com.

Where to eat: Personal favorites include 
Kelleys Island Wine Co. (418 Woodford 
Road), the Village Pump (103 W. Lakeshore 
Drive), Dockers (114 W. Lakeshore Drive) and 
the Island House (131 Division St.).

More information: kelleysislandchamber.
com; ohiostateparks.org

 Catching the sunrise at Kelleys Island State Park in Lake Erie was a spectacular scene in early July.    Photos by Susan Glaser, cleveland.com

Susan Glaser   sglaser@cleveland.com

K E L L E Y S  I S L A N D  —  I could hear kids 
laughing on the beach when I turned out 
the light in my tent. When I turned it back 
on, at 5:30 a.m., the only sound I heard was 
birds chirping.

I woke up early enough to catch a gor-
geous summer sunrise on the Lake Erie 
shore at Kelleys Island State Park. I took a 
few photos, then waded into the lake, all 
alone in the water.

Kelleys Island has long been my favorite 
Lake Erie island, and the state park here 
one of my top Ohio parks. But I’ve always 
been a day-use visitor, taking the ferry 
over with my bike in the morning, return-
ing to the mainland in the evening.

What a difference a couple of nights 
makes.

I brought my car this time, loaded with 
food and minimal camping equipment 
(there was a kitchen, after all, in my yurt). 
And I prepared to stay a while. Not long 
enough, mind you. But long enough to know 
I’ll be coming back with my sleeping bag.

THE QUIETER ISLAND
At about 4.5 square miles, Kelleys 

Island is the largest U.S. island in Lake 
Erie, nearly twice as big as better-known 
Put-in-Bay, about 3 miles west.

Put-in-Bay gets most of the attention — 
not all of it good, particularly this summer, 
when a coronavirus outbreak attracted 
statewide headlines earlier this month.

Kelleys Island is considerably quieter 
than its more rowdy cousin, though not 
always quiet. I poked my head into a cou-
ple of downtown establishments when I 
arrived, and was distressed at how close 
guests were mingling, most without masks.

I didn’t linger in town, instead heading 
to the north side of the island, to the state 
park campground, with 129 sites spread 
across a gorgeous lakefront, wooded prop-
erty. If there is a prettier campground 
in Ohio, I haven’t seen it. Also one of the 
most popular — the campground is largely 
booked through Labor Day, though there 
are some gaps and cancellations, accord-
ing to park manager Chris Ashley.

My home for the next two nights: one 
of the park’s two yurts, large, circular plat-
form tents that sleep up to six, fully fur-
nished and also featuring a small kitchen 
and bathroom. In recent years, the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources has 
added dozens of these “getaway” rentals, 
which also include small cabins and other 
unique structures, to state park camp-
grounds across the state, part of a long-
term effort to make camping easier and 
open up the outdoors to more Ohioans.

They are very popular, typically reserved 
six months in advance, per state rules.

As much as I enjoyed the yurt, it’s the 
park here that’s the real draw.

The park’s nearly 700 acres make up 
almost a quarter of the island. The Cleve-
land Museum of Natural History owns 
another nearly 200 acres on Kelleys, giv-
ing much of the island an undeveloped, 
parklike feel.

There are hiking and mountain bik-
ing trails here, cool geological formations, 
and some interesting remnants of a quarry 
operation that used to be a major presence 
on the island.

The biggest draw, though, is Lake Erie 
— with terrific fishing, boating or, in my 
case, floating, on a 90-degree afternoon 
earlier this month.

But first, I had to earn that swim, hik-
ing a couple of trails and biking around the 
island to see a few sights. Among the high-
lights:
    › The 2.2-mile North Shore Trail, which 

winds through the woods west of the 
campground, along the water, and into 
the protected North Shore Alvar State 
Preserve (an alvar is bare rock, in this 
case limestone, with unique plantlife 
growing on and around it). At the 
entrance to the trail is an architectural 
relic, a century-old, long-abandoned 
crusher building for the Kelleys Island 
Lime & Transport Company, once the 
world’s largest producer of lime and 
limestone.

Exploring Kelleys Island State Park: Sleep in a yurt,  bike the trials, there’s something for everyone of every age

Camp, hike, fish, float

REGIONAL PARKS

Camp: Campsites at Kelleys Island State 
Park are often reserved months in advance. 

Float: The small but scenic beach offers 
swimming at Kelleys Island State Park. 

Inside: Ohio promotes park visits with new passport, Storybook trails open.    Page K2

Fish: The fishing pier at Kelleys Island 
State Park is a big draw to the park. 

SEE KELLEYS ISLAND, K2
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COLU M BUS —  The state is encouraging visits to Ohio 
State Parks this summer with a new passport to track 
your travels.

The passport includes stickers, park details and fun 
facts about all 75 state parks. It costs $10 and is avail-
able at state park retail stores, park lodges and online, 
at reserveohio.com.

The state park service also recently expanded its 
Storybook Trails program, which promotes nature and 
reading among Ohio families. Each participating park 
features a different book, with pages from the stories 
mounted on signs along the trail.

New trails were recently introduced at four parks: 
Wingfoot Lake in Portage County, which features “One 
Leaf, Two Leaves, Count With Me!” by John Micklos Jr.; 
Maumee Bay in Lucas County, with “Where Butterflies 
Grow” by Joanne Ryder; Dillon in Muskingum County, 
with “Miss Maple’s Seeds” by Eliza Wheeler; and John 
Bryan in Greene County, with “As an Oak Tree Grows” 
by G. Brian Karas. Alum Creek in Delaware County also 
has a Storybook Trail, featuring “In the Trees, Honey 
Bees” by Lori Mortense.

A Little Free Library is included on each trail, so visi-
tors can take a book or leave one for others. 

  sglaser@cleveland.com

Ohio promotes park visits with passport; opens 
Storybook Trails at 4 parks including Wingfoot Lake

Glacial grooves, created by retreating glaciers about 18,000 years ago, at Kelleys Island State Park.   Susan Glaser, cleveland.com 

    › The 1-mile North Pond State Nature Preserve 
Boardwalk Trail, with a plastic boardwalk built 
atop a wetland, and a spur to a gorgeous stretch of 
sand. Part of the boardwalk was slighty submerged 
during my walk, because of the high water levels, 
but getting my tennis shoes wet was a small price to 
pay to access this interesting ecosystem, a favorite 
of birders.

    › The park’s famous glacial grooves, created by mas-
sive ice sheets that scoured the bedrock 18,000 years 
ago. Kelleys’ tract of grooves, 15 feet deep and 35 feet 
wide, is the largest example of glacial striations in the 
world.
“It’s amazing that so many people don’t know about 

this place,” said Annie Cooper from Medina, who has 
been vacationing on the island for decades. She and her 
kids occupied the yurt next to mine.

“When we come here, I tell everybody I know to visit,” 
she said. “I always bring an extra tent in case someone 
wants to stay, and they usually do.”

After my tour of the park, I hopped on my bike and 
circled the island, stopping in at the Kelleys Island His-
tory Museum, where I learned that the island, initially 
known as Cunningham’s, was renamed Kelleys in 1840 
after brothers Datus and Irad Kelley, who developed the 
island in the 1830s. 

There are exhibits here about quarrying, wine pro-
duction, fishing, island medical care and more.

I also revisited the Charles Herndon Galleries and 
Sculpture Garden, a 10-acre property on the island’s east 
shore, home to native Clevelander Herndon, who uses 
materials from the island for his creations. It’s a lovely 
space.

But I was largely biding my time until I could do what 
I really wanted: Swim in the lake.

The Kelleys Island beach has long been one of my 
favorite stretches of sand on Lake Erie. It’s small (par-
ticularly now, with high water levels), largely protected 
from big waves, with soft, natural sand, and a gentle 
pitch into the water.

There are kayaks and paddleboards for rent on the 
beach, but I opted for an inner tube, because I wanted to 
be in the water, not on it.

I kicked my way past the no-wake buoys and the fish-
ing pier, floating among the boats anchored in the bay. 
The water was warm and calm and I had visions of mak-
ing it all the way to the Canadian line, about 2 miles 
away.

Alas, after about an hour of floating north, I turned 
myself around and headed back to shore.

I rinsed off in the yurt shower, prepared dinner on the 
grill, admired the darkening night sky, then hit the sack 
early. I had one more morning here, one more glorious 
sunrise and one more pre-dawn swim.

Editor’s note: This is one in an ongoing series about 
state parks in Ohio and surrounding states. Please send 
suggestions to Travel Editor Susan Glaser, at sglaser@
cleveland.com.

Kelleys Island: Named after brothers Datus, Irad
FROM K1

Want 
more 
info?

For infor-
mation on 
the Pass-
port or on 
Storybook 
Trail visit 
ohiostate 
parks.org.

Headlands Beach State Park in Mentor, which is one of the parks 
featured in the new passport.   The Plain Dealer

Carnival Cruise Line’s new ship Mardi 
Gras was set to make its fall debut at Port 
Canaveral.    Carnival Cruise Line via TNS

Richard Tribou   Orlando Sentinel

O R L A N D O ,  F L A .  —  Carnival Cruise 
Line has announced it is delaying the 
fall debuts at Port Canaveral of its new-
est, biggest ship Mardi Gras as well as the 
transformed Carnival Victory, which was 
set to get the new name Carnival Radi-
ance.

With the delays, the line has also 
decided to keep Carnival Breeze at Port 
Canaveral, pulling it from plans to sail 
out of Port Everglade.

Carnival’s Mardi Gras had already 
seen delays while under construction 
at the Meyer Turku shipyard in Finland 
before the coronavirus pandemic, which 
has both halted sailings across the entire 
cruise industry, but also slowed con-
struction of new vessels.

“We continue to assess the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic on global com-
merce, public health and our cruise oper-
ations,” said Carnival Cruise Line Pres-
ident Christine Duffy in a news release. 
“In addition to our current pause in ser-
vice, there have been many other unin-
tended consequences, including ship-
yard, dry dock and ship delivery delays, 
and related changes to our deployment 
plans for our fleet.”

Now Mardi Gras’ first sailing is slated 
to be Feb. 6, 2021, with the cruise line 
canceling planned itineraries between 
Nov. 14, 2020, and Jan. 30, 2021.

The biggest ship ever built for Car-
nival, the 1,130-foot-long vessel will be 
180,800 gross tons with a 5,282-passen-
ger capacity based on double occupancy. 
It’s planned for year-round sailings of 
seven-night alternating Eastern and 
Western Caribbean itineraries out of Port 
Canaveral’s new Cruise Terminal 3.

It would also be the first ship to use liq-
uefied natural gas to be based in North 
America. Port Canaveral has been gear-
ing up for its arrival as well as plan-
ning infrastructure to handle future 
LNG-powered cruise ships including 
Disney Cruise Line’s new Disney Wish 
beginning in 2022.

“While we had hoped to make up con-
struction time on Mardi Gras over the 
summer, it’s clear we will need extra time 
to complete this magnificent ship,” Duffy 
said. 

“We share our guests’ disappointment 
and appreciate their patience as we work 
through this unprecedented time in our 
business and the lives of so many people. 
We remain committed to working with 
government, public health and industry 
officials to support the response to the 
pandemic and to return to operations 
when the time is right.”

The cruise line had also planned to do 
a massive $200 million makeover to Car-
nival Victory, the last of what was origi-
nally the Destiny class of ships. Work on 
that ship, which was to be renamed Car-
nival Radiance, was originally slated for 
March-April this year in Cadiz, Spain, 
but now the line has said that work most 
likely won’t be complete until spring 
2021.

Because of the delay to Radiance, the 
cruise line will be assigning its itinerar-
ies to Carnival Breeze out of Port Canav-
eral from Nov. 8, 2020, to April 24, 2021.

Carnival Breeze was supposed to begin 
sailing from Port Everglades for the win-
ter season, but the line has canceled all 
sailings from Nov. 7, 2020, to March 7, 
2021. 

The line has also canceled a planned 
trans-Atlantic repositioning of Carni-
val Magic and European sailings from 
March 13, 2021-May 3, 2021 so it can stay 
at PortMiami and pick up some of Carni-
val Breeze’s planned South Florida duties 
in late spring.

Anyone who was supposed to sail out 
of Port Everglades on Carnival Breeze 
from March 13-April 24, 2021, will now 
sail on Carnival Magic out of PortMiami.

All cruise ships remain under a 
no-sail order from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention due to the 
coronavirus that lasts through late July, 
but trade group Cruise Lines Interna-
tional Association announced its mem-
ber lines would voluntarily halt sailings 
until Sept. 15.

Carnival took that one step further 
and does not plan any sailing until at 
least Oct. 1.

CRUISE LINE

Carnival delays 
fall debuts of 
revamped and 
new ships

Laurie Baratti   TravelPulse

Results of a new Hotwire survey 
released last week offers a glimpse inside 
the collective psyche of the American 
public as summer wears on amid the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

In his evaluation of the findings, 
brain-health expert and New York Times 
best-selling author, Mike Dow, Psy.D., 
Ph.D., suggested that widespread feelings 
of isolation and burnout following months 
of quarantine are prompting Americans to 
plan much-needed escapes. The majority 
cited a desire to visit family and friends, 
who have long been cut off by lockdown 
measures.

But, Dow argues, trips don’t need to be 

lengthy in order to effectively boost one’s 
mental health. “Travel, especially quick, 
local getaways, are a valuable way to bal-
ance our physical health with our men-
tal health and can increase connections 
in our brain, thereby improving both our 
current and future mood_so quickie get-
aways are actually an investment in your 
long-term well-being,” he said.

Hotwire’s investigation revealed that 
nearly 90% of Americans are adopting 
new precautions in the course of their 
travels this summer, including keeping 
their trips fairly brief, close to home and 
driving themselves to their destinations.

Interest in local travel and shorter trips 

is increasing, as this type of travel seems 
to fit the parameters of what most Amer-
icans perceive as acceptable for avoiding 
potential viral transmission, leading to 
the rise of so-called “quickie” trips.

“Quarantine has made us stir crazy and 
that’s probably putting it lightly. We’ve 
heard everyone talk about flattening 
the COVID curve, but it’s also important 
to flatten the mental health curve,” said 
Dow. 

“It’s understandable to feel a bit ner-
vous, but staying close to home and lim-
iting your trip duration are key to reaping 
the rewards of travel while staying safe 
and saving money!”

HOTWIRE SURVEY

Could ‘quickie’ trips be key to summertime travel?


